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Notes on Contributors
Gabriela Alcaraz V. is a freelance research consultant 
in the field of  agriculture and rural development, based 
in Washington DC. She holds a PhD in Agriculture 
from the University of  Hohenheim and an MSc 
in Tropical and International Agriculture from the 
University of  Göttingen, both in Germany. She 
possesses further academic training in geographic and 
spatial analysis. Her research background and teaching 
experience cover topics of  poverty measurement, food 
and nutrition security, agricultural development and 
development policy. At the onset of  the project, she was 
appointed Regional Research Coordinator for Oxfam 
in the Latin America and the Caribbean region.
Nick Chisholm is a Senior Lecturer in 
International Development at University College 
Cork, Ireland. He focuses on hunger and food 
security analysis, and on sustainable natural resource 
management. He has worked as a development 
practitioner in Bangladesh and Ethiopia. For the last 
three years he has been leading a multi-institutional 
research project on agriculture–nutrition linkages in 
Ethiopia and Tanzania.
Dinh Thi Bao Linh (MDE) is Vice-Director of  the 
Information Centre, Institute of  Policy and Strategy 
for Agriculture and Rural Development (IPSARD). 
She is experienced in policy assessment, particularly 
on food safety and was co-ordinator of  the IPSARD 
project Food Safety in Small-scale Production in 
Vietnam, supported by the VredesEilanden Country 
Office (VECO) Vietnam (2012–14). She has 
contributed to food safety programmes and activities 
of  the Vietnamese organic participatory guarantee 
system network, which includes farmers, business-
people and experts from other Vietnamese ministries. 
Dinh co-writes and publishes articles on agricultural 
policies with Tran Cong Thang for the Asia-Pacific 
Information Platform on Agricultural Policy.
Haris Gazdar works on social policy and political 
economy issues. He has taught as well as conducted 
academic research in the UK, India and Pakistan. 
Besides his academic and consultancy assignments, 
he has worked on an honorary basis as adviser 
to research programmes, government and non-
governmental organisations and political parties.
Naomi Hossain is a political sociologist and a 
Research Fellow at IDS. Her work has focused on 
the politics of  poverty including governance and 
accountability in the delivery of  public services, but 
she is increasingly interested in popular political 
culture, particularly around food crises and episodes 
of  hunger.
Ferdous Jahan is a Professor of  Public 
Administration at the University of  Dhaka. She has 
authored journal articles on governance, poverty, 
development and women’s empowerment issues 
which have been published in renowned national and 
international academic journals. Ferdous’ current 
academic interests and research include: pro-poor 
governance; public service; urban governance and 
climate change; and women’s empowerment issues in 
developing societies. She has been the lead country 
researcher in Bangladesh for the research project Life 
in a Time of  Food Price Volatility.
Alexandra Wanjiku Kelbert is an independent 
researcher currently working on the Life in a Time 
of  Food Price Volatility project. She holds an MA 
in Development Studies from IDS. Her interests 
include food, social change, gender, migration and 
the ‘global North’. Alexandra is also a London-
based activist and works with female asylum-seekers 
and refugees.
Ludovic Ouhonyioué Kibora is an anthropologist 
at the Institut des Sciences des Sociétés (INSS/
CNRST), Burkina Faso. He is head of  the 
Department of  Socio-economy and Development 
Anthropology in this institute. He has worked 
in the context of  evaluation issues, educational 
programmes, poverty, development and social 
change. He teaches at the universities of  
Ouagadougou and Koudougou and collaborates 
closely with governments, institutions and NGOs. 
His research interests cover a wide range of  topics 
on the communities of  Burkina Faso, including 
economic and cultural aspects.
Richard King is Deputy Head of  Research at 
Oxfam GB. He works across a broad range of  
issues related to food, agriculture, climate change, 
economic volatility and resource scarcity. For the last 
three years he has been project manager of  the joint 
IDS and Oxfam research project Life in a Time of  
Food Price Volatility.
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Rosario Léon is a directing member of  the Center 
for the Study of  Economic and Social Reality 
(CERES), Cochabamba, Bolivia. She is a sociologist, 
with a PhD in Development Studies (FLACSO-
CERLAC and York University, Canada) and 
researcher for the Workshop in Political Theory and 
Policy Analysis, Indiana University, Bolivia. She is 
a member of  the Latin American Council of  Social 
Sciences (CLACSO). Rosario has led UKaid, the 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of  Denmark (DANIDA) 
and ASDI programmes related to participation, 
citizenship, change and power. She is the lead 
researcher in Bolivia for the Life in a Time of  Food 
Price Volatility project.
Alma Lucrecia Olivet López is a Systems 
Engineer studying Organisational Leadership 
and a PhD research candidate. She has extensive 
experience in monitoring and evaluation, research 
and coordination projects focused on poverty, 
development and social change. For more than two 
decades she has been teaching at the Faculty of  
Systems Engineering at the Universidad Mariano 
Gálvez of  Guatemala. Her work and research 
covers cultural, economic and social aspects in 
Guatemala and other Latin American countries. 
She currently works as a Business Specialist in the 
Guatemalan Association of  Exporters (AGEXPORT) 
coordinating rural productive empowerment projects 
in municipalities in Guatemala’s western highlands.
Mwila Mulumbi is a sociologist with wide-ranging 
professional experience in development and poverty 
reduction. She has worked and interacted widely 
with the government, civil society and local rural 
communities of  Zambia. Her areas of  interest are 
governance and policy issues, citizen participation, 
the civil society sector, poverty and vulnerability, and 
socioeconomic justice. She led the Life in a Time 
of  Food Price Volatility research in Zambia, and is 
currently Country Representative for Zambia for 
the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development 
(CAFOD). She has an MA in Participation, Power 
and Social Change from IDS, University of  Sussex.
Rachma Indah Nurbani is a senior researcher at 
the SMERU Research Institute, Indonesia. She holds 
a master’s degree in non-farm activities and rural 
development from the Sapienza University of  Rome, 
Italy, and an undergraduate degree in economics from 
the University of  Indonesia. Her current interests 
include food security, nutrition, gender equality, shock 
and crisis, and urbanisation. Currently Rachma is 
involved in the Life in a Time of  Food Price Volatility 
study as coordinator of  the Indonesia research team.
Mamun-ur-Rashid is the Executive Director of  
the Development Research Initiative (dRi). For more 
than a decade, he has been engaged in diversified 
social research projects. From the beginning of  food 
price volatility research, Rashid has been playing 
the key role in research and team management for 
longitudinal data collection in Bangladesh.
Patta Scott-Villiers is a Research Fellow at IDS. 
Her work focuses on people and places in East 
Africa where subaltern and indigenous cultures and 
institutions counter the mainstream direction of  
development. She uses qualitative methodologies to 
investigate social issues for and with people living 
on the margins of  economic and state power. Her 
current lines of  inquiry are food, education, popular 
politics and political violence.
Yisak Tafere is a PhD candidate at the Norwegian 
Centre for Child Research, Norwegian University 
of  Sciences and Technology. Yisak obtained his MA 
from Addis Ababa University in Social Anthropology. 
His research focus includes poverty, childhood poverty, 
life course poverty, wellbeing, social protection, and 
educational and occupational aspirations.
Tran Cong Thang is Vice Director General of  the 
Institute of  Policy and Strategy for Agriculture and 
Rural Development. He graduated from the University 
of  Western Australia with a PhD in agricultural 
economics. He has been working in the agricultural 
sector for nearly 20 years. His principal field of  study 
is market research and policy consultancy, and he 
has conducted extensive research on markets and 
commodities, food security and economic integration. 
He has also implemented many policy evaluations and 
project assessments in the agricultural sector.
Sharif A. Wahab is a former Research Associate of  
BRAC University and the Development Research 
Initiative (dRi). Sharif  has contributed to writing 
research reports for the Life in a Time of  Food Price 
Volatility project. His research interests include urban 
poverty, political ecology, climate change and gender. 
Wahab is currently pursuing his MA in International 
Development Studies at Ohio University.
Tassew Woldehanna is an Associate Professor of  
Economics at Addis Ababa University. He obtained 
his PhD in Household Economics from Wageningen 
University, the Netherlands. He is a development 
economist mainly interested in child welfare and 
poverty, employment and food security. He has done 
extensive work in the areas of  poverty, education 
and health.
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